














































































































































































Father Rugby Reveals... is copyright 1976 by John Howe and is used in this PDF by permission.
All rights are reserved.  

In an email dated 4 Jun 2006, John Howe has this to say of the production of this book:

My name is John Howe and I single-handedly collected, wrote down, typed with 
the paid assistance of a young secretary who has since vanished from my 
memory, the entire volume of Father Rugby Reveals.   I selected the name Jackie 
Meahan as my alter ego as I did not want my Mother to know what my education 
and rugby had produced.

The repertoire of songs had been collectively ingrained in my thinking after my 
four years playing rugby at Tulane University. Our songmaster and my mentor 
was Dr. Stanley Smith , who played rugby at Tulane while in medical school.  At 
that time rugby in the South and elsewhere was virtually unknown as compared to 
today.   Of course, such Tulanians as Laird Canby and Brian Travis as well as 
myself contributed our verses to the rugby singing tradition at Tulane.  I can say 
without doubt that Stan Smith was the singing enthusiast who was mostly 
responsible for my continuing the tradition of bawdy songs.

I first began to contemplate a collection of rugby after game drinking songs after I 
returned from playing in England in 1974. It was whilst playing in Denver for the 
Barbarians RFC that the songs flourished and cleaner folk songs were added to 
the repertoire.

So at some point in 1975 myself with the financial help of Joe Chambers and 
Dick Larure put together, published privately and named the volume you have 
come to know as Father Rugby Reveals Volume 1. At that time I fully intended to 
put forth volume II as my interest in bawdy songs was at its peak.

So 500 paperbacks were published by the name RuggerHugger Inc., which was a 
name associated with the women who cavorted with rugby men.

The new songmaster was Jerry Cave as I recall and have heard that he too 
expanded his singing with the American University RFC and the Washington 
Irish RFC. 

Outside contributors to Father Rugby Reveals Volume 1 were Jackie Martling, the 
cousin a player on the Denver Barbarians RFC and Jack Armstrong, an 
Englishman whose game was soccer. He , as I recall, having since lost him but 
you may see him as the older gentleman in the front row of the cover page 
contributed heavily to the obscure songs that you have inquired about.

The photo of the cover page was taken in a rugby bar in Denver the name I have 
since forgotten.



I can name some of the players in the photo: Jim Russell, Pauls Hoskins, Paul 
Robertson, Dave Robbins, bare assed Matt McConville, Jack Armstrong. John 
Godsman, and a barmaid from the establishment who we grabbed for some 
interest. If I have forgotten anyone, please forgive me.

My first excursion to sell the book was the Tulane Mardi Gras Rugby 
Tournament. The proceeds from that festival were spent gloriously in the 
experience that closely associates itself with rugby: the after games party of beer 
drinking and singing. All other sales of the book were sent out by me through a 
post office box within the USA and Canada. Any bookkeeping was never 
recorded but spent on beer.  

Even at that time, having been away from New Orleans for some three years the 
songs had been expanded but not included, although thought about for Volume II.  
By that time I had moved on to other non literary endeavors.

I was delighted to learn from your research that Father Rugby Reveals was the 
second earliest written volume on bar songs written in the USA or, at least, that is 
how I heard you. It was also a delight to learn that the volume you sold or 
purchased for the record sum of $75 got so far as France and Scotland and, as I 
heard from you brought somewhere in the vicinity of $150 at resale.

It will be a great consolation for those involved that the game and names of the 
participants have come to such glorious recognition.

I am now involved in The Rugby Hour via the public access radio and that you 
[John Mehlberg] have consented to add to our archives an interview on your 
passionate website dedicated to 'bawdy drinking songs and folklore origin's and 
musical accompaniment.

Good Luck on such an admirable endeavor.

Once again I thank the Denver Barbarian RFC and mostly lawyer and doctor Stan 
Smith at my alma mater Tulane University for allowing me to make such a 
miniscule contribution to the rugby world in America.

John Howe


